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Apologies:

George Ridgeon 

Sandra Pember

Guest Speaker:

PPF finished on 31st March 2011

Personalised Budgets are continuing to be established but progress is still very slow. 
A number of Day Centres are closing in June and clients will now use their Personal Budgets to meet their social needs.
Supporting People has issues their Draft New Structure Plan which can be obtained from SSD. It mentions an action plan for people with mental health problems or learning disabilities but nothing about people with physical or sensory disabilities. 
The new structure splits Supporting People team into two. The first places the  Contract Writers to the Commissioning Support Unit which covers Adult Services, Children’s and Young Peoples Services and the Environment. The second is involved in delivery of services.

The Director has been appointed and will be deciding who is in or out of the commissioning unit.

INFORMATION SHARE:

Gloucestershire’s User Led Organisation HUB has a new name decided by the partner organisations – GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHOICE NETWORK and

agreement has been reached with the trustees of the partner organisations to form an umbrella consortium. We are currently working on the legal documentation and hope to be legally constituted by the end of March 2011. The next stage is to produce some proposals to put to a number of statutory organisations to aid their statutory duty to consult with service users directly – particularly people who are often hard to consult.

The Glos Choice Network brings together people with a disability, older people & carers to provide a single point of contact for consultation, debate & information sharing. Each group has a Forum similar to Glos Disability Forum

Sue McClung 01452 530184 or sue@gloslifestyle.co.uk 

LINk Stewardship Board Election News 2011 
When Gloucestershire LINk Stewardship Board met for its November meeting, it looked into the election process for the year 2011/12.

Because of the proposals in the Department of Health’s White Paper ‘Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS’ to radically change the way health services are delivered in the country, including the evolving of LINks nationally into Local HealthWatch in 2012, the Stewardship Board felt it was important to remain stable and consistent during the transition year and keep the present board in place. It was therefore agreed that in December, the entire LINk membership should be asked whether they agreed with this suggestion.

Letters were sent out from the LINk Chair and over 50% of the members who responded agreed with this proposal. The existing Stewardship Board will therefore remain in place for the transition year 2011-12.
COURSES OFFERED BY GAVCA

Promoting your services to individuals
Date: Tuesday 7 June 2011, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm Location: Gloucester
Trainer: Elaine Hodgin 
Aims
This course will help you to plan your future marketing activity so that you can attract new clients and continue to meet the needs of those already using your service. Whatever your budgetary constraints you will leave with a toolkit of techniques that will help you to raise awareness of your service to service users, professionals and the wider general public.

Effective Support Planning
Date: Wednesday 15 June 2011, 9:30 am to 12:30 Location: Gloucester
Trainer: Keith Vardy 
Aims
You will increase your understanding of good practice in support planning and Gloucestershire County Council’s (GCC) approach to support planning. You will also explore how your organisation can more effectively join up with GCC’s support planning processes to better meet the needs of your service users.

Thinking of setting up a new group?
Date: Tuesday 21 June 2011, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm Location: Gloucester
Trainer: Mary Boucher 
Aims
The morning will look at what kind of structure is going to suit your new project; how you might want to develop the group and organisation if it grows and looking to the future.

Building relationships with the Private Sector 
Date: Thursday 23 June, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm Location: Gloucester Trainer: Elaine Hodgin 
Aims
This evening is aimed at developing your skills and techniques; you will learn different approaches - practical and creative – that will enable you to build and maintain long-lasting relationships with corporate partners. 
PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

Support Planning Team estimate that there are around 12,000 users in the county who may be eligible for Self-Directed Support.  

Of the ‘target’ of 3,000 existing recipients of support packages who were going to be reassessed by the end of December 2010, subsequently extended to the end of March, so far I believe that around 1,500 have been reassessed (according to the report to the last PPF Project Management Board. Of these only 125 Support Plans are currently in operation and a further 100 are “being worked on”.  Of these, only about one third have opted for Direct Payments, the remaining two thirds have opted for the County Council to continue managing their Support Payments.

Your Circle Communications Bulletin – February update from the Putting People First team in Gloucestershire includes:-
Free Resources – to help promote Your Circle and clarify Self Directed Support
NEW – Advice notes – continuing to develop the Your Circle website
Buy With Confidence – introducing the new approved trader scheme from Trading Standards, with initial funding from PPF

Gloucestershire Lifestyles - another example of an organisation adapting to the changes in adult social care 
Commissioning Support – continuing support for service providers 
E- Citizen’s Panel 
Gloucester City Council is continuing to find more cost effective ways of delivering its services and as part of that review is looking at new and better ways to listen to residents and respond to local need.  They are setting up a new E-Citizen’s panel, made up of local residents  who may want to give their views at a time and place that is convenient to them. Some of the questions you may be asked could include:
· How could the council do more to improve Community Cohesion in the City?
· How could we further improve your local park?
· What are your 3 priorities for the City’s regeneration?
By registering to get involved in the E-Citizen’s panel you will receive periodic emails from us, telling you about some of the issues that are coming up, throughout the City and you can chose whether or not you want to have your say, join the debate and make a difference! You can give your views on-line at a time that is convenient to you, say as much or as little as you want and most importantly, you will get to hear what difference your views have made through our “You Said We did” board.
If you are interested in registering, and for more information, please contact  Emma Burchell on youtalkwelisten@gloucester.gov.uk  or 01452 396614.
Active Gloucestershire’s recently announced search for new Board members. The article briefly outlines Active Gloucestershire’s role in sport and physical activity in Gloucestershire and invites expressions of interest from individuals who are interested in fulfilling this important position should contact: Active Gloucestershire Ltd, Oxstalls Campus, Oxstalls Lane, Gloucester GL2 9HW Tel: 07510 135118
Email: samkloos@activegloucestershire.org Website: www.activegloucestershire.org
“Making Gloucestershire a physically active and thriving sporting county” 
‘Countryside Mobility South West’ is an exciting new scheme which aims to greatly increase the opportunities for mobility impaired people and their families to experience and enjoy the South West’s countryside.  

Working with various partners, we provide Tramper all-terrain mobility buggies www.tramper.co.uk and wheelchair accessible Wheelyboats www.wheelyboats.org for hire at countryside sites and visitor attractions across the region. More details can be found on our website www.countrysidemobility.org.  

The scheme is run by Exeter based charity Living Options Devon www.livingoptions.org with funding from the Big Lottery through the Natural England ‘Access to Nature’ grant scheme.

Crickley Hill is one of the sites where the mobility buggies are to be available in the Gloucestershire.

Government Equalities Office

Access to Elected Office for people with a disability.

“The Coalition Government is committed to equality for people with a disability and an important part of restoring trust is to open up our democracy and ensure that our political system better reflects the people it service. Disable people are currently underrepresented in public life, despite there being over 10million disabled people in the UK” They have launched a consultation which ends on 11th May 2011 to seek the views of disabled people. Responses can be made via www.equalities.gov.uk or by alternative formats by contacting

Government Equalities Office, 9th Floor, Eland House, Bressenden Place, LONDON SW1E 5DU Tel: 0303 444 1204 

Next Meeting 22nd June Oxstalls Campus Cheltenham Road GLOUCESTER

“Gloucestershire Lifestyles (GLS) prepares and issues notes of the Gloucestershire Disability Forum (GDF) with due care, but cannot accept responsibilities for any reporting errors.  Views reported are those of the presenters and do not necessarily reflect those of either GLS or GDF.” GDF is kindly funded by Barnwood Trust

